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Module Aims 
This is an optional module and would be suited to those working in a formal educational 
setting. 
 
The purpose of this module is to enable participants to raise standards of achievement 
through the teaching of language and literacy, both as key skills in their own right and as 
tools to enhance learning across the curriculum.   
 
The aims are therefore: 
 

 To critically assess and evaluate current issues relating to learning and teaching in 
language and literacy 

 To examine the relationship between language and literacy development and 
attainment  

 To extend participants’ knowledge and understanding of the generic and specific key 
features of language and literacy central to subject areas 

 To extend participants’ knowledge and understanding of a range of strategies for 
improving learning in and through language and literacy 

 To provide evidence of the ways in which the principles discussed can most 
effectively translated into practice. 

 
 

 
Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
Knowledge and Understanding 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 

1. Critically evaluate, rationalise and apply current political, theoretical and pedagogical 
perspectives in language and literacy as key factors in learning 

2. Critically analyse and present the relationship of language, literacy and learning 
pedagogies 

3. Develop and extend knowledge and understanding of the principles and key features 
of language and literacy development 

4. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the language and literacy concepts, 
processes and skills which are implicit in particular curriculum  areas  

5. Assess and evaluate own performance in order to rigorously plan and develop 
learning and teaching strategies and resources in context, which engage learners with 
diverse needs. 
 

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 

 Critical, analytical thinking 

 Reflective practice 

 Problem solving 

 Independent learning, self-management, time management and organisation 

 Auditing, planning, implementing and evaluating processes at a professional level 

 Contribute to the professional debate about language and literacy and its impact on 
learning.  

 



Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (e.g. examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
One assessment will be undertaken by the participants, from the following: 
 
Either - 
 
Written assignment to include: 

 a systematic audit of participants’ own professional practice in developing learners’  
language and literacy skills 

 a critical review and evaluation of a range of strategies for the development of 
learners’ language and literacy skills 

 a rationale and strategic action plan to develop one aspect of participants’ practice to 
secure improvement in and through learners’ language and literacy skills 

 an evaluation of the action plan. 
 
This assessment is suited to those participants currently in employment in formal educational 
settings.  
 
Or – 
 
Written assignment to include: 

 a systematic audit of participants’ own professional practice in developing language 
and literacy skills 

 a critical review and evaluation of a range of strategies for the development of 
learners’ language and literacy skills 

 a rationale and strategic action plan which prioritises the development of aspects of 
participants’ practice, to secure improvement in and through learners’ language and 
literacy skills. 

 
This assessment is suited to those participants who are not currently in employment within 
formal education settings within the locale. 
 
 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 
 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Coursework 100%  c 6000 

 

 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
Lead in lectures supported by seminars, tutorials, workshops and directed study tasks. 
 
Further, participants will be expected to: 

 Engage fully in independent activity and collaborative group work, allowing them to 
network with peers on the programme to develop understanding and share best 
practice. 

 Make full use of the University’s library and VLE (Moodle) to enhance their study.  
 



 

 
Syllabus outline: 
 

 Current political, theoretical and pedagogical perspectives 

 Generic principles and key features of learning in and through language and literacy 

 Language and literacy issues implicit in particular curriculum areas 

 Assessment for learning in language and literacy 

 Action planning to effect improvement. 
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